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A taste for the simple life

By TIM PRATT
Evening Sun Reporter

* In the kitchen of a home about 1,000
272 7 feet up in the hills west of Cashtown,
Members of the Hundoadiond Famm several people worked together on a
community survey construction progress. =
After years of effort, construction on what ~ recent Saturday to fix salads, prepare
will be Pennsylvania's first cohousing 1 i =
community began this month. (Evening ChICken enchlladas and ChOD home
Sun Photo by Emily Rasinski). Purchase grown green beans. Outside of the
reprints of Evening Sun photos at e
harnadatdnt. el home, surround'ed by steep hillsides
and rows of Christmas trees, about
two dozen other men, women and children relaxed around picnic

tables.

One is a chiropractor, another a librarian. There is a loan officer and
a college professor. There are young professionals and retirees,
stay-at-home moms and students.

At first glance, they might not seem to have much in common. But
when the group gathered in song before sitting down for dinner,
their bond became clear.

They were the future residents of Hundredfold Farm, a 14-home
cohousing community being built on a portion of the Seven Springs
Christmas Tree Farm along Old Route 30.

Construction on Pennsylvania's first cohousing community began
this month after eight years of planning.

"This is like recreating the American neighborhood by paying
attention to how things are built," future Hundredfold resident Mark
Knight said. "It sounds radical, but it's basically going back to a way
neighborhoods were built in a time when life was slower."

Cohousing is a type of community where residents have equal say
in the design and operation of their neighborhood. Cohousing
communities have a common house, which is used for meetings,
meals and gatherings. And the property is also communally owned.

But unlike the hippie communes that popped up throughout the
U.S. in the 1960s, residents of cohousing communities own and live
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in individual homes on the property.

There are nearly 200 cohousing communities in existence, being
planned, or under construction throughout the U.S.

On this afternoon, future Hundredfold residents gathered at the
farm's common house to hold their weekly meeting, tour the
construction site and eat a community meal.

"There are a lot of people looking for something like this," farm
Manager Bill Hartzell said.

The People

The allure of neighborhood involvement is what has attracted most
to the Hundredfold project. They want to recreate village life that
existed decades ago in an eco-friendly setting.

"Our issue, and I think you find a commonality between the people
(in cohousing), is if you live in a neighborhood, you kind of
recognize the people around but you don't really know anything
about them," Hartzell said.

So Hundredfold's future residents have been meeting nearly every
Saturday for years to volunteer their time and expertise to end that
indifference.

One member is working on the financial aspects of the project while
another is shopping for windows and doors. One works in the
garden, another on the greenhouse. And they have all worked
together to continue operating the sprawling tree farm.

There is no president or board of directors, but the farm does have
committees to cover finances, community relations, land use,
materials, energy, technology and membership issues.

"It's not like somebody in an ivory tower saying how things are
going to be," said Lenny Mazza, who plans to move onto the farm
with wife Lorraine. "We're right here living it."

One of the benefits of living in a cohousing community, Mazza said,
is that community members have to work together to make the
project a success.

They make decisions that affect the entire community, such as the
location of each home, on a consensus-basis so everybody agrees
with a decision once it is made. And the Hartzells believe that this
"collective process" helps lead to a more positive living environment
because it forces people to work out their conflicts.

"We fight with each other. We're more like family up here," Bill said
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